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Placing

The procedure

When a tooth needs a fi lling, a silver amalgam fi lling 
can be an eff ective choice. 

We begin by numbing the area to make you 
comfortable. Depending on the size of the fi lling and 
which tooth we’re working on, we may place a rubber 
dam to protect your mouth and throat while we work. 

Then we use the handpiece to remove any decay and 
shape the tooth, so it will securely hold the fi lling. To 
mold the fi lling to the shape of the tooth, we surround 
the tooth with a thin, fl exible band. We may also use a 
small wedge to hold the band snugly in place. 

We press the fi lling material into the prepared tooth 
and then carve it into the proper shape. Last, we check 
the fi t and your bite, and we confi rm that you’ll be able 
to fl oss around the tooth to keep it healthy.

The benefits of an amalgam filling

An amalgam fi lling seals out bacteria and protects 
the tooth. It’s also strong and very durable, so it will 
withstand heavy biting forces. It’s a good choice for 
restoring your tooth’s function.
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